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WHAT’ S NEW!

Idaho
Assessment System

2017-18 School 
Year

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

TEXT

OVERVIEW

General Information: 
1. Combined manuals and user guides

2. Reorganized Resources in the ISAT Portal

3. Updates to Existing Systems
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Resources

ISAT Portal & 
Secure Browser

TDS will support version 9 of the secure browser until 12/31 to accommodate the 
release of version 10 of the secure browser on a rolling basis.

In order to take any Interim or Summative assessments at the beginning of 2018, 
Technology Coordinators will have to update all browsers to version 10. 

Operating 
System

Secure Browser 
(SB) Version

Windows 
Desktop

SB 10 available 
on 7/31

MAC Desktop SB 10 available 
on 8/1

Chrome OS SB 10 available 
on 8/8

iPad iOS SB 10 available 
on 8/17

Android, Linux SB 9 available

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

1. Student Demographic Data
• This means changes to the Add Student page and the Upload 

Students file

2. Dual Enrollment of Students to multiple schools/districts

3. Added ‘Non-Embedded Accommodations’ to Student’s Advanced Search 
feature

4. New Test Settings and Tools view in Add Student, View/Edit/Export 
Students, and View Test Settings and Tools pages

5. Additional features
• Capability of dependent fields
• Alternate Assessment Flag

Test Information Distribution Engine 
(TIDE)
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SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Removed the following fields:

 Confirmation Code
 Economic Disadvantage 

Status
 Language Code
 First Entry Date into a US 

School 

 Limited English Proficiency 
Entry Date

 Limited English Proficiency 
Exit Date 

 Title III Language Instruction 
Program Type

Student Demographics Updates
1. Student Demographic Data (Add Student page and Upload Students file)

2. Race and Ethnicity Data (Add Student page and Upload Students file)

Removed the following field:

 Demographic Race Two or More Races

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Student Demographics Updates 
(continued)

3. Relabeled “IDEA Indicator” to now read “Special Education Status.”

4. Added an “Alt Assessment” flag to indicate Alternate Assessment test eligibility.

5. Separated “Speech Impairment” and “Language Impairment” and added “Deaf”  
under Primary Disability Type.

6. Added “X3” and “X4” and replaced “NO” with “N/A” under LEP Category.

7. All fields under Student Demographics are now required with the exception of: 
Student’s Middle Name, Alt Assessment, Primary Disability Type, and LEP 
Category.

• All required fields in the Add Student page will appear with an asterisk(*) 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Student Demographics Updates
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Dependent Fields – New Feature

Dual Student Enrollment
Dual Student Enrollment via the “Upload Students” feature 

Dual Student Enrollment view in the “View and Edit Student” page

Delete Students
In addition to being able to dual enroll a student, District level users will now be able to 
DELETE student(s) through the Upload Students feature only. 

To DELETE a student:

1. Download the student upload template from the Upload Students page
2. Complete all required fields within the template
3. Enter “Y” in the “DeleteStudent” column. This field will not accept “Yes” as a value. 

If you do not wish to DELETE a student, this field should be left blank. 

When deleting a record of a student who has been dual-enrolled, only the selected record 
will be deleted. For example, if a student is enrolled in School A and School B and you 
delete the student’s record for School A, the student’s record for School B will not be 
deleted. If you do not wish to DELETE a student, this field should be left blank.
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Move to Other School
If the intention is to move a student from one district or school to another, this task can now 
only be done using the “Move to Other School” button on the Student View/Edit/Export page.

As a reminder, only District level users have access to move a student. 

New Advanced Student Search Criteria

New Test Settings and Tools View

Test Settings and Tools 
Categories

 Universal Tools for All 
Students

 Supporting Literacy 
Challenges

 Accommodating 
Auditory Impairments

 Accommodating 
Visual Impairments

 Miscellaneous 
Accommodations

 Non-Embedded Tools
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Test Delivery System (TDS) 
Test Administration (TA) Interface

1. New Interim Assessments

2. New Test Settings & Tools View

3. Updated view of Passages

4. New Feature for Practice Tests

New Interim Assessments
New tests will appear in TDS and can be viewed in the TA Interface, 
Student Interface, and Assessment Viewing Application (AVA).

*ELA tests includes new items in 2017-18

*Math tests are new in 2017-18

New Test Settings and Tools View – TA 
Interface  
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New Test Settings and Tools View – TA 
Interface (continued)

New Tools View – Student Interface

Reading Mode



8

Real Item Scoring and Feedback
Real Item Scoring provides the ability for students to check their scores on 
Science and Alternate Assessments Practice Tests.

Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS)
Test Administrators (TAs) no longer have access to the Teacher Hand Scoring System 
(THSS). If a TA attempts to access the system, the user will receive an error message 
indicating they are not an authorized user

Online Reporting System (ORS)

1. Updated test labels on the Score Reports Home Page Dashboard

2. Updated categories on the Navigation Widget

3. Clarifying Reporting Labels using National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES) Labeling Guidelines

4. Adding Lexile data – Summative tests only

5. Adding Quantile data – Summative tests only
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Score Reports - Home Page 
Dashboard

The Home Page Dashboard includes updated test labels for ISAT, Science, and Alternate 
Assessments. 

Expanded Exploration Menu

Clarifying Reporting Titles Using NCES Labeling
• National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) provides guidelines for tabular 

information to display information in a concise and orderly manner, so that users can 
accurately interpret the data.

• What are table titles?
 “Titles are catalogs of content and guides for ready reference. They should tell what, 

how classified, where, and when.” (NCES)
• Parts of a title:

 What:  Basic content and general limits of the group or subgroup that are shown in 
the table (e.g., enrollments in postsecondary institutions).

 How classified: How the universe data are classified and cross-classified (e.g., by 
control of institution, age and sex of student, geographic region, and state).

 Where: Area or space segment, such as political division, geographic area, or other 
coverage designation if necessary for clarity (e.g., by country, by states, or, perhaps, 
geographic regions).

 When: Time reference (e.g., 2000; September 1999; academic year 1998-99; 
various years, 1950-90, etc.)

• More information about the NCES statistical labeling standards can be found here: 
https://nces.ed.gov/statprog/2002/appendixc.asp
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Example of Improved Reporting Labels –
Sample Subject Detail Report

Lexiles

Quantiles
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AIR Ways Reporting
Access to the Assessment Reports available in AIR Ways Reporting depends on your 
user role in TIDE. All users may access the Student Portfolio Report.

 Teachers can access the Teacher Assessment Report and Student Assessment 
Report.

 School-level users can access the School Assessment Report, Roster 
Assessment Report, and Student Assessment Report.

 District-level users can access the District Assessment Report, School 
Assessment Report, Roster Assessment Report, and Student Assessment 
Report.

Reports in AIR Ways display data only for your associated students. The students 
associated with you depend on your user role:

 New this year, Teachers will only view data for students within their rosters.

About the Teacher Assessment Report
The Teacher Assessment Report consists of the Performance by Roster table

The Performance by Roster table of the Teacher Assessment Report displays a row of data 
for each of a teacher's “rosters” that completed the given assessment. 

If a student who completed the assessment is not associated with any rosters, that student’s 
test data will appear in a row for Students Not in Any Roster.

About the Teacher Assessment Report
The Teacher Assessment Report also consists of the Performance by Student

table

The Performance by Student table of the Teacher Assessment Report displays a row of data 
for each of a teacher's “students” who completed the given assessment. 

The Performance by Student table is similar to the Roster Assessment Report accessed from 
the School Assessment Report by clicking   next to a roster name. However, the Roster 
Assessment Report displays data only for a single roster.
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Test Preferences
You can update your AIR Ways Reporting display preferences to specify which 
assessment data to include in your reports. By default, AIR Ways Reporting displays 
data for all the assessments associated with a user or institution.

To select which tests to 
display:
1. From the My Settings

drop-down list in the 
banner, click Select Test 
to Display.

2. Do one of the following: 
o To exclude an entire 

category of tests from 
your reports, mark the 
checkbox next to that 
category.

o To exclude individual 
tests from your 
reports, mark the 
checkbox for each test 
you wish to exclude.

3. Click Save & Close. 

These instructions apply to Teachers

Test Settings Display

New this year, items can be shown with the test settings set for the student at the time of 
testing.

Navigation Updates

1. Filters and settings have 
been consolidated. 
More ways to filter, 
including on content 
standard

2. Navigate from student 
item response to other 
response without 
closing the item pop-up
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Longitudinal Reports

Longitudinal Reports show how a student performed on related assessments over time. This 
report is only available when the student in an Assessment Report has completed at least one 
Interim assessment in a previous school year.

To open a longitudinal report:

1. Click       in the upper-left corner 
of a Student Assessment Report. 
The report will open in a pop-up 
window.

Navigation and Filters for Longitudinal 
Reports

Digital Library  www.smarterbalancedlibrary.org
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Next Webinar:
Understanding the New TIDE
Thursday, Sep. 28 @ 12:30 PM

Registration 
URL: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/r

egister/4720266467386551810
Webinar ID: 802‐700‐251

Subscribe to SDE’s 
Assessment Newsletter:

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/ass
essment‐info/index.html

Subscribe on Edmodo: 
Idaho Assessment Users 
Community 2017‐2018

https://www.edmodo.do/j/cws9y2
Join Code: yjf4z

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Nancy Thomas Price
Comprehensive Assessment 

System Coordinator 
208‐332‐6988      

nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov

ISAT Portal
http://idaho.portal.airast.org

Idaho Help Desk
844‐560‐7365

IDHelpDesk@air.org

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE


